Save Our Library Campaign


From Cllr David Hopkins

Follow up briefing for residents following the public meeting held in Woburn Sands on January 18th 2011.

The Legal Position

Councils have a statutory responsibility to provide a comprehensive and efficient library service. Comprehensive and efficient has been clarified as meaning a balance between meeting local needs within available resources in a way which is appropriate to the needs of the local community. Milton Keynes Councils proposal to close the Woburn Sands Library is therefore ripe for challenge.

One powerful area for residents to focus on in letters to MK Council is the need for Milton Keynes Council to clearly demonstrate that it has made an assessment of local needs. Key considerations will be that the Council can:

· State what the (library) service is trying to achieve

· Describe local needs, including the general and specific needs of adults and children who live, work and study in the area

· Give a detailed description of how the service will be delivered and how the plans will fully take into account the demography of the area and the different needs of adults and children in different areas (both in general and specific terms)

· Detail the resources available for the service, including an annual budget

Failure to make an assessment of local needs led to Wirral Council being found to be in breach of its statutory duties when it decided to ‘restructure’ its Library Service. To quote from the Inquiry Report “The primary reason for this breach is that the Council failed to make an assessment of local needs (or alternatively to evidence knowledge of verifiable local needs) in respect of its Library Services.”

 For those interested in reading the full report it can be accessed at

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100407120701/http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/wirral_local_inquiry.doc
We need to assess the needs of our local community from many perspectives with a view to submitting a case for our library to remain open. Once again to quote from the report

“In particular, there are some specific needs for adults that have not been addressed. These include the specific requirements for older people, disabled people, unemployed people and those living in deprived areas.

I am also concerned that although the Act does not specifically cover the role of schools in library provision, the Council has not been able to demonstrate that it has had due regard to the general requirements of children which I consider to be a breach of its statutory duties”.

We need also to lobby our local MP, Iain Stewart Member of Parliament for Milton Keynes South;

Iain Stewart MP

House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

…and both I (and the Woburn Sands Town Council) will continue to raise the issues through the local media.

Even if MK Council can demonstrate an assessment of needs – and I have seen no such evidence to date - lobbying and other activity carried out in a planned and determined fashion may still save our library from closure

Other useful links

For information on petitioning that works…go to

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100410180038/http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1524975.pdf
Other useful links

http://publiclibrariesnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.librarycampaign.com
http://www.voicesforthelibrary.org.uk
http://www.cipip.org.uk/get-involved/campaigning-toolkit/pages/default.aspx
http://www.friendsofoldtownlibrary.co.uk/
…all of these links are also at www.mkweb.co.uk/wavendon - together with a downloadable poster to display

David Hopkins

David.hopkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk  

