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04 September 2009

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Publicity for Planning Applications Consultation

The Society is considering the Planning Consultation Documents recently published by the DCLG and our response to the above document is as follows:

Q1 What are your views on making web publication mandatory for a period of 21 days for planning notices where there is currently a requirement to advertise in a newspaper?

We are strongly supportive of this amendment. We have considered the discussion on the impacts of this change, and do not consider that they outweigh the advantages of making web publication mandatory for 21 days, particularly in rural areas where newspaper access may be more difficult for the less able. 

Q2 Do you think it should be mandatory for notices for all planning applications to be made available on a local authority website?

Again we are strongly supportive of this amendment as above.  We would also be supportive of all authorities making planning application documents, not just notices, available online, as some Local Authorities do. 

Question 3 The requirements to advertise in newspapers for certain types of planning applications and consents and possible amendments to these, are identified in Table 1. What are your views on these possible amendments.?

We would be broadly supportive of all but one these amendments subject to the following provisions:

· That local authorities are encouraged to use newspaper publicity or other method of engagement, where there is likely to be impact on a community or area. 

· Whilst we would be supportive of it being mandatory for Major Development applications being advertised on the local planning authority web site for 21 days, we are not supportive of the removal of such applications from the requirement to be advertised in a local newspapers for 14 days. We would wish to see this unchanged.  

Question 4 Do you consider that the period for publicising site notices for listed building and conservation area consent should be increased to 21 days? 
We are supportive of this change.

Question 5 Do you have any comments on the impact assessment (see Annex 1) in particular the anticipated impact on small businesses and equality issues?
We have some concerns in respect of the effect of this loss of revenue to small local newspapers, particularly in rural areas and with the decline in advertising revenue. However we are of the view that by requiring mandatory advertising, in this scenario, the local planning authorities are in effect being compelled to subsidise local newspapers.  This should be for the local authority to decide based on the particularity of the area. Therefore with the exception of major development we are supportive of the changes proposed. 

We also have some concerns in respect of individuals and groups, who do not have access to the Internet and therefore could be excluded from the consultation process. However we consider that if local authorities have processes in place for engagement of such individuals and groups that this is would not be significant. 

We hope you have found our comments helpful.

Yours sincerely

Willis Cuttell

Chairman

Woburn Sands and District Society

