WS           Woburn Sands and District Society

    DS 

The Infrastructure Planning Commission
Temple Quay House
Temple Quay
Bristol
BS1 6PN

25/03/11

Dear Sir/Madam

Your Ref: Application Number 10/02213/IPC  Rookery South Energy from Waste Generating Station .

Our Ref: Registration No 10004504 Woburn Sands and District Society.

We add a postscript to our second representation following research into the Poolbeg Incinerator in Ireland. Dublin city council entered into a contract with Covanta in respect of an incinerator for dealing with Dublin’s waste in 2007 – we would suggest that the IPC considers the last three years of this instance.  Whilst contracts are a matter for local negotiation, this contract shows the danger of such in respect of the waste hierarchy and the financial consequences in a constrained economic situation.. Any solution for residual waste in a locality has to have the flexibility to meet the requirement of :

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.  

Unfortunately private EfW facilities are not flexible, they need a set quantity of waste to recover their investment, and to be viable. One of the reasons why local solutions for waste is preferable, to incentivise rather than penalise   - Reduce, Ruse, and Recycle.  

We would refer to the Question 

What level of confidence is there that Covanta will be able to secure sufficient supplies of waste to allow the plant to operate at is design capacity without prejudicing recyclingn initiatives. 

Allied to the above, what assurances might be offered that waste will be not be sourced from outside the waste catchment area defined in the application documents. 

Additional to the arguments we have raised in our representations. particularly in respect of National and Local adopted policy, we would ask the  IPC to consider closely what has gone on with Poolpeg particularly when considering benefits and adverse impacts. 

http://www.sbpost.ie/news/ireland/covanta-will-no-longer-fund-planned-poolbeg-incinerator-52454.html
We consider that Covanta is trying via the IPC to break into the UK market, both in Wales and Central Bedfordshire, and is using the IPC as a tool to do so. Like any commercial company they provide the information that support this, and of course limited negatives., vis a vis their performance in their home country. We have no problem with international companies seeking to expand their markets – however that needs to be qualified in this case by a rigorous examination of the benefits versus the  adverse impacts. 

As stated before we are not opposed in principle to energy from waste incineration if it can be demonstrated that it is the most safe, effective and energy productive method of  dealing with residual waste And has the flexibility to respond to the Waste Hierarchy by  increasing Reduce, Ruse, and Recycle.

We have yet to see any evidence to support this. 

Yours sincerely

Fran Fry

Vice Chair 

Woburn Sand and District Society

