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Mr lan Pickering Your ref:
Chairman, Aspley Guise Parish Council Our ref: H#KkmM200
On behalf of The Parishes Liaison Group Date: 19" May 2010

Sent via Email

Dear Mr Pickering

Milton Keynes South East Strategic Development Area Development
Framework

Thank you for your letter and enclosure addressed jeintly to Councillor Sam Crooks
and myself of 28™ April 2010. Please accept my apologies for the delay in replying
to you.

Your letter goes into some depth about your concerns in relation to the production
and timing of the Development Framework. However, it seems to me that the
essence of your concern relates to its relationship with the progress of the East of
England Plan Review and Milton Keynes Core Strategy and the extent of
involvement in the production of the document with stakeholders.

Clearly, given the result of the General Election there will be a review of the nature
of regional and sub-regional planning going forward. My comments at the moment
can only relate to the current system and legislative framework and | trust that you
will accept them in that spirit.

I will turn to your detailed observations shortly, but it appears to me that your
preferred option would be to await the outcome of the regional planning process and
progress the Development Framework with certainty over housing numbers.
However, the case to be presented at the forthcoming Examination Hearings has to
be evidence based and the Development Framework will help fulfil that requirement.
Despite your reservations, its preparation can be used also as a defence against
hostile planning applications in advance of the conclusion of the regional planning
process.

I note your wish for fuller engagement in the preparation of the brief for Consultants
but | see this as part of the Councils’ normal procurement process which is usually
officer- led. Clearly, there will be very wide consultation during the preparation of
the brief itself as explained by Bruce Stewart at the presentation.
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