WSDS response to EERA Implementation Plan Questions. 

The same questions are placed at the end of each section – below the WSDS  answers provided via the LimeHouse Portal. 

Implementation Plan by Theme

Housing Theme

Question 3a Does the theme and its programmes capture the ambition for the region and scale of the challenges? If not, what changes would you suggest and what evidence supports these changes?

We would raise the following:

1. Having monitored the delivery of affordable housing numbers across different regions, these show consistently that the targets of 30-35% have not been achieved in any region.  Prior to the financial crisis, delivery against the targets was only between 16% to 19%, and after the financial crisis considerably lower. We are of the view that whilst in some few cases financial viability may be a factor, in the main, developer perverse incentives, inadequate building control monitoring, and lack of central funding have been major issues. Following a recent local report demonstrating that the targets are deliverable over a 5 year period, we would wish to see a programme as part of the Implementation Plan, specifically devoted to the delivery of affordable homes targets. 

2. From the national figures we have seen, there are 64,054 empty dwellings in the East of England Region in 2008, the vast majority privately owned, and over half have been empty for longer than 6 months. Consideration of local authority policies both within and outside the region in respect of bringing empty homes back into use, by the use of first incentives, then Empty Dwelling Management Orders, and finally compulsory purchase, show significant variation. We would wish to see as part of the Implementation Plan, a programme to bring empty properties back into residential and other use, both for reasons of contributing to the affordable and market housing requirements, and to counter the blight that boarded up and derelict buildings brings to an area. 

3. In respect of Table 7, we consider this set out programme is remiss in not addressing as part of its key components the need for assessment of a) economic drivers for growth particularly employment  b)sustainability and environmental impact and c) current infrastructure capacity particularly water and transport.  We consider that the current drive to deliver housing numbers where ever and when ever they can be achieved is a recipe for disaster.  We would wish to see the three assessments identified added to the beginning of the section (not as an afterthought) What are the key Components of the programme. We would remind EEDA of the mistakes made in the 60’s in the drive for housing numbers, which are still impacting on communities and the environment to this day. 

Transport Theme

Question 4a) Does the theme and its programmes capture the ambition for the region and scale of the challenges? If not, what changes would you suggest and what evidence supports these changes?
We support most of the programmes within this section particularly rail investment to  freight movement by rail, however in respect of the car it fails to address the fact that 

· for some rural communities the car is and always will be the only form of transport available due to public transport provision of sufficient quantity being uneconomic, 

· people will not forsake the convenience of the car, unless the convenience and quality of public transport matches or exceeds this. This would need a totally unachievable level of investment. There is an argument that if road building is halted, increasing grid lock will drive people from their cars, but as has been shown in the recent past there is not the political will to support this kind of draconian action. 

Therefore we would ask that a programme is put in place that recognises this reality and looks to deliver more efficient, innovative and environmentally sustainable car use in the region. We surely do not have to advise EERA and EEDA that the transport infrastructure in the region is already at or over capacity – increased development will only worsen the situation at a time when funding currently and for the time frame of the regional plan will be very short. 

Implementation Plan by Place

Question 11a) Does the theme and its programmes capture the ambition for the region and scale of the challenges? If not, what changes would you suggest and what evidence supports these changes?
Bedford Sub Regional Priorities

Jobs : We consider that it is imperative that there be mention in this section of the effect of the “diamond” growth area of Milton Keynes. For Bedford to achieve its growth status there is a critical need for alignment between housing and jobs if significant increases in out commuting and significant decreases in economic activity are not result.  There needs to clear recognition that there is a significant risk to Bedford as a growth area, and indeed to its planned regeneration, if the implementation plan does not take into account the effect of having Milton Keynes expansion so close. This will of course be made substantially worse if the proposed EW rail link excludes Bedford from the route and the Oxford/Cambridge arc, as indeed was the case in the Central Options Report published for consultation earlier this year. 

Green Infrastructure:  We are very supportive of the designation of the Forest of Marston Vale as a key element of sub regional infrastructure, for two reasons. Firstly whilst acknowledging there will be some limited development in the Vale, outside the northern Marston Vale and Kempston, the Community Forest of Marston Vale will be fundamental in preventing coalescence between Milton Keynes and Bedford. Secondly it will play a significant amenity role for residents of both expanding growth areas. 

However we would also ask that there be specific mention in this section of the flood risk to Bedford, as identified in the September 08 CFMP Ouse and its tributaries.  Bedford and Kempston are identified as requiring Policy 5 – Take further action to reduce flood risk”. It is not sufficient to leave this area of risk to the Environment Agency, it should be made plain in the Implementation Plan that both residential and employment development needs to take account the risk of flooding in the area, and the downstream effects. 

Transport We would strongly suggest that this section includes the importance of the proposed EW rail link as clarified in our comment on Jobs. 

