WS           Woburn Sands District Society

     DS

Ms Nicola Wheatcroft

Senior Planning Officer
Milton Keynes Council
Civic Offices

1 Saxon Gate East
Central Milton Keynes
MK9 3HG
7 June 2011

Dear Ms Wheatcroft

Re Application no: 11/01032/FUL 

Extension of time limit on application 07/02184/FUL for conversion and extension of hotel to 50 bed nursing home and 36 close care apartments, new social/tennis clubhouse and 53 parking places (incorporating relocation of bowls club to land at Common Far, Aspley Guise) 

The Society wishes to object to this application, principally for the following reasons.

1. The original application (07/02184/FUL) depended on the availability of the land at Far Common, Aspley Guise for the relocation of the bowling green from Woburn Sands. Permission for the use of the land at Common Far was granted on appeal on 14 May 2007 (App/J0215/A/2020941). That was over four years ago. We are not aware that any development has taken place at Far Common, nor that the time period for the permission for development there has been extended; therefore we believe that the permission has lapsed. The development in 07/02184/FUL cannot proceed until there is permission again at the site concerned at Far Common. Under these conditions, it would not be appropriate to allow the time limit on 11/1032/FUL to be extended. 

2. Paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Inspector’s report on the appeal concerning this site (App/Y0435/A/08/2087214) addressed Policy L2 of the Local Plan for Milton Keynes and also the advice in PPG17. In particular, they discussed the necessity to assess the potential for accommodating an alternative leisure or recreational facility on the site if the bowling green were to move.  

This application for an extension to the time period of a current application is presumably made under the Greater Flexibility for planning permissions, Guidance document, produced by the Department for Communities and Local Government in October 2010. Section 24 of that document states: ‘Local planning authorities may refuse applications to extend the time limit for permissions where changes in the development plan or other relevant material considerations indicate the proposal should no longer be treated favourably.’

            A similar point, but relating to design and access, is made in Section 15.

We contend that a material consideration is the growth of Woburn Sands (and indeed nearby areas such as Broughton) since the original application for this site was made in 2007 and since the appeal decision on 28 January 2009. The number of inhabitants in Woburn Sands has increased substantially, and so therefore has the demand for leisure and recreation facilities. In particular, the development at the Nampak site has already provided an extra 392 dwellings, either built or with permission to be built, with more undoubtedly in the pipeline. Overall, the population of Woburn Sands will expand by some 50% since the time of the original application. However, only limited new leisure or recreational facilities have been planned for the Nampak site, despite Policy L3 of the Local Plan for Milton Keynes, which addresses the required Standards of Provision when there are new housing developments.

We do not know whether Milton Keynes Council has formalised its recreation and leisure strategy since the time of the Inquiry in January 2009.

The Society urges Milton Keynes Council to oppose this application. 

Yours sincerely
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Dr Alastair Ewing

