MKC Agenda Item 5(b)(ii) Motion Passed on the 8th June 2010-06-12

Growth of Milton Keynes

1. That this Council welcomes the National Coalition Government’s proposals to return local planning and plan making powers to local councils as set out in ‘The Coalition: our programme for government’-‘We will rapidly abolish Regional Spatial Strategies and return decision making powers on housing and planning to local councils’
2. That in supporting this national initiative this Council calls upon Government to assist Milton Keynes Council as a matte of the greatest urgency in:

(a) defining the process by which the Council establishes a Milton Keynes Council managed delivery agency to oversee the development of the many thousands of dwellings for which planning permissions (or assumed permissions) have been agreed and that the said delivery agency also undertakes the marketing and economic development responsibilities for attracting the balance of jobs, infrastructure, leisure and economic prosperity essential to ensure a Borough that is a sustainable and attractive option to inward investors for the coming decades;

(b) providing clear guidance on implementing the locally led planning with sufficient funding provision for infrastructure to enable development, implementing the policy of the Council re-iterated on the 13 February 2007 that the future growth of Milton Keynes should be west of the M1(comment some of this motion does not accord with that policy  as set out in the resolution 13th February 2007)
(c) opposing the unnecessary and inappropriate proposal before Aylesbury Vale District Council to build over 5,300 houses on land at “Salden Chase” to the South West of Bletchley, which would place a considerable burden upon the infrastructure of Milton Keynes and Bletchley. and

(d) establishing powers to enable the calling in and refreshing of the Milton Keynes Core Strategy document by Milton Keynes Council so that it may be amended to truly reflect the democratic local wishes of those people elected to represent the people and Borough of Milton Keynes. (comment the submission Core Strategy has not been sent in, and therefore MKC can review and amend etc as it chooses, whether it will or not is yet to be seen)
3. That in addition this Council:

(a) requests that its two Members of Parliament undertake to lobby the necessary Government Ministers and Senior Civil Servants to ensure Milton Keynes is seen as a priority area for the introduction of new locally managed and devised planning powers: 

(b)  until the Government guidance is available, undertakes to halt work on the core strategy and related items such as the proposed spend of £150,000 local taxpayers money on consultants to prepare a development framework for the South East Strategic Development Area;

(c) gives a commitment to oppose the expansion by stealth of Milton Keynes beyond its existing boundaries, and to make specific representations to Aylesbury Vale District Council opposing the “Salden Chase” proposals currently before them.  (comment – “Salden Chase is the SW urban extension set out in the SE Plan, now abolished)
(d) requests that Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee considers the creation of a task and finish group, through whichever appropriate scrutiny committee to begin work on establishing with the relevant government department(s), a suitable model for the management of a future Milton Keynes Council controlled, Milton Keynes Growth and Development Delivery Agency:

(e) endorses the letter of 4 June from the Leader of the Council to Milton Keynes Partnerships and the  Homes and Communities Agency: and  (comment – a part of this letter states “However partly in the interests of achieving financial efficiencies but also because some of that critical infrastructure will be outside Milton Keynes Councils administrative boundaries, we would again urge the HCA to consider expanding the geographic remit of the ‘Milton Keynes’ partnership to cover adjoining areas, perhaps even the whole of the mksm sub region.”  So no change from MKC stated intention to protect its own rural area, at the cost of neighbouring local authority areas. However this is unlikely to succeed the Department for Communities has made it quite clear “We expect LPAs to cooperate on cross boundary issues and we are aware of the issues your raise. Nevertheless, LPAs do not hold planning powers for neighbouring authorities and I am sure neighbouring LPAs will say if there is any hint of LPAs going beyond that. MKP's powers are confined to defined areas within MKC's area”. Additionally the MKSM sub regional stategy is also abolished. 
(f) reaffirms the Council policy, from 13 February 2007, as supported by 44 Members to create a Development Corporation, with is focus solely upon Milton Keynes, and with the Board being accountable to the Cabinet of Milton Keynes Council

