WS           Woburn Sands District Society

    DS

Ms Nicola Wheatcroft 

Planning

The Civic Offices 
Milton Keynes Council
1 Saxon Gate East
Central Milton Keynes
MK9 3ZJ
10th February  2009

Dear Ms Wheatcroft

Re Application 08/02002/FUL: Conversion and Extension to Existing Office Building to Provide Additional 62 Bed Care Unit Extension to Burlington Hall Nursing Home, Comprising 8 No. Two Bedroom Independent Living Apartments, 41 No. One Bedroom Independent Apartments and 12 No. Nursing Care Bedrooms, Communal Facilities, Link to Existing Care Home at Burlington Hall, Parking, Landscaping and Associated Works.

The Society is very concerned by the scale of this proposed development and would urge that the application be refused.

We wish to make the following points in support of this view.

1. The development is planned for a site within the Conservation Area for Woburn Sands. One of the reasons why the houses at the south end of Station Road are included in this Conservation Area is their spacious gardens and their mature trees. However, the development proposed will result in a very significant loss of the garden of Sandy Mount; indeed the footprint of the building would increase some three-fold, to an overall percentage figure for the site that must be greater than those of the surrounding properties. 

2. Several mature trees will be lost too. Moreover, it would appear that several of the trees and shrubs that are to be retained would probably be damaged by the building works, either immediately and directly or over time as a consequence of these works. 

3. Part of the development proposed will be some three storeys high, which is excessive for the site, even taking the slope of the land into consideration. Moreover, the development proposed is remarkably bulky, unattractive and featureless. Again it should be remembered that the site is within the Conservation Area.

4. Woburn Sands already has a very considerable number of nursing homes. Moreover, the total number of beds available for persons needing nursing care and specialist care in Woburn Sands is likely to increase significantly with the recent granting of permission to build on the bowling green site off Russell Street. Granting of the application for Sandy Mount would only exacerbate the situation, putting even more pressure on Asplands, the local medical practice.

Yours faithfully

Alastair Ewing

WSDS Planning Secreteriat

